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S.S. LESSON AND YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 29 


THE CHURCH HAS A MISSION 


Missions is the great work of Jesus Christ, through which, after His completed 
work as Mediator, He draws all peoples to His salvation and makes them to par- 
take of the gifts which He has obtained for them.. . 


The difficult responsibility for missions must rest upon the Church. When- 
ever a Church degenerates to the point that it can no longer serve as an organ 
of Christ’s redeeming love, the task of missions ought not to be assumed by a 
group of the Church’s members, but the Church itself ought rather to be re- 
formed, so that it can again become what it ought to be... 


If we permit ourselves to be led in our considerations by the Scriptures we 
can then distinguish three activities of the Church: 

a) The Church exists in the first place to praise God by word, deed, prayer 
and worship .. . 

b) The Church also exists to bear the glory of God’s Word from generation 
to generation and from century to century, until faith is finally transformed 
into sight... 

c) The Church also exists to satisfy the need of the world . . . Through 
His Church Christ stretches forth His hands to those still outside the light of 
His everlasting salvation. 


—J. H. Bavinck. 
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE SCIENCE 
OF MISSIONS. 
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The Christmas season, just past, has 
afforded a fresh reminder of the deep, 
personal interest most readers of the 
Journal take in this ministry. (If it 
were not for such interest, and support, 
we would not be in business). We 
refer to the flood of Christmas cards 
and other expressions of esteem which 
crossed our desk. We wish that it 
were possible to acknowledge each 
with the personal appreciation we feel 
for each. Please accept our sincere 
thanks for the encouragement you have 
thus given us. 





With stories on the Church - State 
issue growing progressively more un- 
believable we are increasingly per- 
suaded that the worst is yet to come. 
Consequently we have refrained from 
labeling as “the last straw” a dispatch 
from Columbus, Ohio, which tells that 
the State Board of Education has been 
unable to agree on a policy statement 
because Mrs. Jeanette Wagner of 
Chagrin Falls objects to the term, 
“spiritual values.”’” Mrs. Wagner will 
allow a connection between education 
and “cultural values” but any refer- 
ence to “spiritual values” in education 
is a violation of the U. S. Constitution, 
in her opinion. 





As if that isn’t enough, out in Syd- 
ney, Australia, a church has opened a 
night-club for teen-agers only. Hiring 
Australia’s most popular teen-age mu- 
sicians and singers; planting a snack- 
bar to one side of the dance floor; and 
scattering candle-lit tables about the 
room they encourage as many as 500 
youths to “live it up” seven nights 
a week. We wonder if the only differ- 
ence between a church and a night 
club is that the night club serves al- 
ecoholic drinks and the stories of the 
entertainers are more sophisticated? 





Congratulations to Virginia (Gin- 
ger) Johnson of the Brainerd church, 
Chattanooga, Tenn.; to Martha Kee- 
ton, age 8, of the Second Church, Mem- 
phis, Tenn.; and to Holly Dianne Frye, 
age 9, of the First Church, St. Albans, 
W. Va., on the recitation of the Shorter 
Catechism. 
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News ROUNDUP 











DOCTORS NEEDED! 


CONGO — Despite the political and 
social chaos in the Congo, the most 
crucial needs of that central African 
republic are represented by the “black 
horse” of famine and the “pale horse”’ 
of disease and death. 


As these words are written an esti- 
mated 200 Baluba tribesmen are dy- 
ing daily of pure starvation, mothers 
and infants with no place to go and 
nothing to eat sitting quietly in the 
shade of trees by the roadside, wait- 
ing for death. 


And some 200 medical doctors are 
laboring around the clock to minister 
to the sick and stave off epidemics in 
an area nearly % the size of the entire 
United States: 6 doctors in two entire 
provinces; 14 doctors in the Kasai 
province served by the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. — an area as large as 
the states of North and South Carolina 
combined. 


An unprecedented appeal has been 
made, not only for food but for doc- 
tors. Dr. William Rule, of the Presby- 
terian, U. S. Mission writes: 


“Tell your doctor friends about this. 
We need them for a year! 


“That’s hardly a tithe of their pro- 
fessional services.” 


Congregations are urged to make 
special efforts to provide relief funds 
at this critical time. These should 
be mailed to the Board of World Mis- 
sions, Box 330, Nashville, Tenn. 


Interested doctors should contact 
the Board of World Missions. Here is 
an opportunity to help affect the tide 
of history itself. 





Opinions can never take the place 
of the Word of God. 


MERGER MACHINERY BEGINS TO MOVE 


DETROIT, Mich. — What was originally characterized as “one man’s 
opinion,” and more recently as the “Blake-Pike proposal” has now been in- 
serted into the legislative machinery of the UPUSA (Northern Presby- 
terian) Church by the official action of Detroit Presbytery, which voted to 
ask for the merger of four denominations in a meeting held here Decem- 
ber 28. The Detroit Presbytery was the first of 220 Presbyteries in the 


UPUSA Church to take the action. 


Number of Candidates 
For Ministry Declines 


The American Association of The- 
ological Schools has just reported that 
1,056 fewer persons were preparing 
for the ministry in 1960 than in 1959 
in the Association’s 122 member 
schools. The figure includes both un- 
dergraduate and graduate students. 





The Association represents mostly 
the denominations that figure prom- 
inently in the National Council of 
Churches. The decline in ministerial 
candidates has been experienced by 
most of the major denominations, in- 


cluding the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


Dr. Charles L. Taylor, executive di- 
rector of the Association said there is 
“no simple answer” to explain the de- 
cline. He suggested, for consideration 
as factors involved, the increasing ap- 
peal of careers in science, weak re- 
cruitment programs, decreasing in- 
fluence of denominational colleges and 
the growth of influence of “Bible 
schools.” 


He said that schools are working 
“very hard” to counteract the decline 
by increasing scholarship aid and by 
improving the quality of the housing 
for married students as well as by in- 
tensifying recruitment programs. (See 
Editorial, “Fewer Ministerial Candi- 
dates,” p. 10). 





SEMINARY NAMES SECRETARY 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa.— The Rev. 
Eugene Bradford, pastor of the Third 
Christian Reformed church of Pater- 
son, N. J., and a trustee of West- 
minster Seminary here has been elect- 
ed executive secretary of the seminary 
to succeed the Rev. Robert S. Marsden, 
who died in October. 
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Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, Stated 
Clerk of the UPUSA Church, proposed 
in San Francisco’s Grace Cathedral, 
December 3, that a plan of union be 
worked out between his branch of the 
Presbyterian Church, the Episcopal- 
ians, the Methodists and the United 
Church of Christ. At the time he em- 
phasized that he was speaking “only 
as an individual person and not of- 
ficially.” 


Since that time the proposed merger 
has been the chief topic of interest in 
the religious press, almost eclipsing 
the activities of the 5th General As- 
sembly of the National Council of 
Churches. Dr. Blake apologized to 
the closing session of the Assembly 
for having diverted the attention of 
the world away from its proceedings. 
Dr. Blake and Bishop Pike of the Epis- 
copal Church, in whose pulpit the 
proposal was offered and endorsed, 
have appeared twice on widely broad- 
cast television programs discussing 
their plans. 


Action by the Detroit Presbytery, 
5th largest in the UPUSA denomina- 
tion, was in the form of an overture 
to that Church’s General Assembly 
meeting in Buffalo in May. The over- 
ture asks that machinery be set in 
motion to implement the wishes of the 
Stated Clerk. The vote on the over- 
ture was 216 to 4. 


Reaction throughout American Prot- 
estantism to the amalgamation of the 
four named Church bodies, having a 
combined membership of over 20,- 
000,000, has been mixed. Represen- 
tatives of the Presbyterian Church, U. 
S. (Southern), have generally viewed 
the proposal with caution. In a letter 
to the Journal (Jan. 11), Dr. Jas. A. 
Jones, President of Union Seminary, 
Richmond, Va., stated that the goal 






of the ecumenical movement should 
not be to “remove variety and imagine 
that uniformity produces unity.” 


Dr. Edwin H. Tuller, general secre- 
tary of the American Baptist Conven- 
tion, while acknowledging that the 
Blake proposal had triggered merger 
interest between his own denomina- 
tion and Southern Baptists, also ob- 
served: “The merger plan seems to 
place more emphasis on organization, 
apostolic succession . .. than upon 
the need for a personal and vital rela- 
tionship to God through Jesus Christ 
as living Lord and Saviour.” 


Speaking for the World Council of 
Churches, on the other hand, Dr. Ros- 
well P. Barnes, executive secretary, 
listed the “bold and ingenious” Blake 
plan as one of the four “especially sig- 
nificant” events of 1960. The other 
three, according to the WCC official, 
were the establishment of a Vatican 
Secretariat on Christian Unity, the 
visit of the Archbishop of Canterbury 
to Rome and approval by the World 
Council’s Central Committee of a 
statement on Christian witness, prose- 
lytism and religious liberty. 





Kennedy Urged To 
Name 1961 ‘Bible 


Anniversary Year’ 


NEW YORK (RNS) — President- 
elect John F. Kennedy has been urged 
to proclaim 1961 as “Bible Anniver- 
sary Year.” The request was made 
in an open letter by William I. Nichols, 
editor and publisher of This Week 


Mr. Nichols noted that the 1961 
observance would be particularly time- 
ly since the year marks the anniver- 
saries of a number of Bible editions. 


These include the 350th anniversary 
of the King James Version; the 80th 
of the Revised Edition of the New 
Testament; and the 60th of the Amer- 
ican Standard Edition of the Revised 
Version. 


In addition, Mr. Nichols observed 
that 1960 marked the 350th anniver- 
sary of the Douay (Catholic) transla- 
tion of the whole Bible. 


The year 1961 also will see the pub- 
lication of the New Testament portion 
of the “New English Bible” in March 
by Cambridge University Press and 
Oxford University Press in this coun- 
try and abroad. 


Servant Role Stressed at Quadrennial Meet * 


DALLAS, Tex. — Christians must 
assume the role of servant amid to- 
day’s conflicts, the nearly 1,100 dele- 
gates to the Seventh Quadrennial 
Youth Convention of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., heard here. 


“Being disciples by witnessing is 
not an elective,” Dr. Balmer Kelly of 
Union Seminary told the young people 
in his final Bible study session. “The 
way of the kingdom is not using ways 
of the devil — it is using the way of 
the Lord, the way of the servant.” 


“You live in a world of people who 
have never heard the story of the 
Gospel,” Dr. Kelly reminded. He said 
Christians should “recover” the Great 
Commission. 


The servant theme was emphasized 
by other convention leaders, including 
the platform speakers, Dr. Albert C. 
Winn of Louisville Seminary and Dr. 
Dietrich Ritschl of Austin Seminary. 


Dr. Ritschl, who addressed delegates 
at two evening sessions, said Christians 
must be servants of the living Christ 
and not servants of Christian “prin- 
ciples.” The Austin professor noted 
that Jesus is found “where the world 
is darkest” and that “He can work 
without you and me, but He invites us 
to participate.” 


‘CALL IS CLEAR’ 


In a communion service sermon just 
prior to the convention’s adjournment, 
Dr. Winn asked: “When since the 
days of Constantine has the call to be a 
servant rung out so clear?” He said 
Jesus’ missionary strategy was to die, 
and “our missionary strategy is to fol- 
low Him.” 


The Louisville professor suggested 
that the “Pauline period of missions” 
is coming back with increased emphasis 
on the servant missionary rather than 
on the “old style benevolent mission- 
ary” who controlled schools and hos- 
pitals. 


Comments of the three main speak- 
ers stirred debate among the delecates 
in the 50 small discussion groups to 
which they were assigned. When the 
groups met each morning a wide range 
of topics were discussed. Student re- 
action was as varied as the leadership, 
which included staff members of the 
National Council of Churches, the 


ARTHUR H. MATTHEWS 


Southern Methodist University’s Per- 
kins School of Theology as well as the 
Austin Faith and Life Community. 


Among the top topics of debate was 
Dr. Ritschl’s call for “pro-existence” 
as the alternative to war. The Ger- 
man theologian, who has spent recent 
summers visiting behind the Iron Cur- 
tain, explained that by “pro-existence” 
he meant peoples living for one an- 
other because they can not live with- 
out one another. Only through careful 
efforts in this direction will a liberali- 
zation come to communism, he sug- 
gested. 


Dr. Ritschl said Christians must help 
preserve the “old transitory life” of 
the world and also speak the truth 
about the situation in the world “be- 
fore we can ever speak to one another 
about salvation and redemption.” He 
pointed out that Christians are unique 





Come Again? 


A brochure advertising the “Col- 
lege House” of the Christian Faith 
and Life Community (which the 
Journal has had occasion to recog- 
nize in these columns—“Theological 
Beatniks,” Jan. 30, 1960) was dis- 
tributed to the discussion group 
conducted by a staff member, the 
Rev. Joseph Slicker (U.S. Presby- 
terian). The literature, descriptive 
of an influence which is quietly be- 
coming most effective in new Pres- 
byterian campus religious emphasis 
programs, dealt with “authentic 
selfhood in contemporary culture.” 
Designed to “pioneer relevant 
methods in the study of selfhood,” 
the Austin “experiment” asks such 
questions as: “What participation 
in ‘communal symbols’ must I have 
in order to understand who I am?” 
and “How can we avoid the way 
of death—the dehumanizing of man 
—and recover that meaning without 
which men who have seen too 
deeply and too much cannot live?” 











in that they can take the world ser- 
iously and at the same time not be 
afraid of it. 


Noting that he does not believe in 
the slogan to “make the Word relevant 
to the day,” Dr. Ritschl said the Word 


(Cont. on p. 18, col. 1) 


PAGE 4 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / JANUARY 18, 1961 








— 





alien on casita 


ne ee 








eet 


EWS 


Per- 
is the 
nity. 


e was 
ence” 

Ger- 
ecent 

Cur- 
ence” 
e an- 
with- 
ireful 
erali- 

sug- 


> help 
2” of 
truth 
“be- 
other 
" He 
nique 





Col- 
aith 

the 
cog- 
rical 

dis- 
‘oup 

the 
sby- 
tive 

be- 
'res- 
asis 
ntic 
re.”’ 
rant 
od,” 
such 
tion 
lave 
i 
way 
man 
10ut 


too 
re?” 








| ser- 
ot be 


ve in 
evant 
Word 





ves alte Tita A A i BC SAN So 


ere ey 


Dibeessenn a 


epee itt tt. 0 








Southern Presbyterian W orthies 
Vo. 1 in a Centennial Series 


PIONEER TO CHINA 


Hampden Coit DuBose 


“There is no better place in the 
world to preach the Living God than 
China, where dead men are _ wor- 
shipped.” 


So believed Hampden Coit DuBose, 
pioneer Southern Presbyterian mission- 
ary to Soochow. 


Entering that proud city of 300,000 
in 1872, the young preacher and his 
wife wondered why the Gospel had not 
been sent there sooner. Idolatrous 
Soochow was full of temples and pa- 
godas which welcomed throngs of wor- 
shipping pilgrims. 


Confucianism, Buddhism and Tao- 
ism, the dominant religions of China, 
were too occupied with their dragons, 
images and demons to have an answer 
for the vital question: “Is there a 
God?” 


But through the ministry of the 
Rev. Mr. DuBose the message of Christ 
Crucified found its way into the hearts 
of many Chinese. 


Soochow’s “street chapel preacher” 
was 27 when he went overseas, hav- 
ing been born in 1845 of Huguenot an- 
cestry. His father was the Rev. J. J. 
DuBose and his mother the former 
Margaret Thompson of Savannah. He 
was born in Darlington, South Car- 
olina. 


‘ABOVE ALL CALLINGS’ 


He prepared for the ministry with 
strong encouragement from his mother, 
who placed it above all earthly call- 
ings. His father died when he was 
seven. 


The industrious student worked his 
way through school, attending Darling- 
ton Academy, the Arsenal and the Cit- 
adel until those schools were closed by 
the War Between the States. He 
graduated from the University of 
South Carolina in 1868. 


The missionary-to-be next went to 
Columbia Theological Seminary, from 


which he graduated in 1871. During 
his time as a student at Columbia he 
did missionary work in two Carolina 
counties, and, during his last summer, 
filled the pulpit of Second Church of 
Charleston. 


Harmony Presbytery ordained him 
on April 8, 1871. To go to China he left 
behind an attractive offer of a pas- 
torate in a large city church. With- 
out a murmur he left his relatives and 
friends. 


One biographer said Mr. and Mrs. 
DuBose began their work for the Lord 
“full of faith in God’s promises.” Af- 
ter a safe, but rough voyage, they 
were met in Yokohama by mission- 
aries of the Dutch Reformed Church 
of America. 


Opening the doors of a street chapel 
was the first work the Soochow mis- 
sionary attempted after he learned 
some of the language. The chapel re- 
mained open every day for his more 
than 40 years there. 


Later a large piece of ground was 
bought for a church. From that one 
congregation grew twelve churches in 
the country around Soochow. 


In addition to his other work, Mr. 
DuBose devoted a part of every morn- 
ing dictating to his Chinese writer. 
He wrote a series of tracts about the 
Life of Christ and a book on Christian 
doctrine. He was also the author of 
anti-opium pamphlets and a book on 
the principal religions of China. He 
wrote commentaries, too, and did a 
great deal of translation. 


HIS MESSAGE 


Dr. DuBose believed that the great 
theme of the missionary should be, 
“We preach Christ Crucified.” He 
stood firm on the Word of God as his 
authority in preaching this and the 
whole counsel of God. 


Getting the redeeming message 
across to the people in darkness was 
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a task that Mr. DuBose approached 
with limited tools. He was confronted 
with the fact that Confucianism is not 
interested in the question of the origin 
of the universe; that Buddhism says 
there is no Creator; and that Taoism 
is too busy with spirits and demons 
even to consider the question. 


To present the doctrine of God the 
pioneer missionary turned to natural 
theology. The well-ordered universe, 
the mysteries of the human body, the 
beauty of the earth were pointed out 
as the handiwork of Jehovah. 


Then, if everything on earth has its 
head, should all creation be headless?, 
Dr. DuBose would ask the Chinese. 
To him there could be no better place 
for preaching “God is a Spirit” than 
in China, amidst the hosts of images 
and image worshippers. 


One of his friends said the busy 
missionary “in his life in China. . 
compassed the work of three diligent 
men.” During his years of service 
abroad, Mr. DuBose was honored by 
the Church at home. He received the 
doctor of divinity degree from West- 
minster College of Missouri and from 
Davidson College. He was moderator 
of the Synod of South Carolina in 
1890 and of the General Assembly 
(in Birmingham) in 1891. 


The vigorous preacher’s health 
failed about a year before his death, 
following an attack by robbers when 
he was itinerating. Until his last day, 
March 22, 1910, he dictated to his 
Chinese writer. 


Full of faith the night before his 
death, Dr. DuBose is quoted as telling 
his wife: “I am going to do as the 
catechism says we must do; I shall 
glorify God as long as I live and then 
go home to enjoy Him forever.” 


* * * @ @ 
An abridgment of a paper by Ed 


Graham, student at Columbia Semi- 
nary, Decatur, Ga. 
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The Light Goes Out 


Protestant churches appear to 
have lost their dedicated boldness. 
There is no contemporary John 
Bunyan who prefers imprisonment 
to the loss of freedom. There is 
no Tyndale who is willing to go 
to the stake that the Bible might 
reach the common man. This gen- 
eration looks to government and 
gadgets instead of to Almighty 
God for security. We have sold 
our individual birthright of free- 
dom for a mess of collectivist pot- 
tage.—Perry E. Gresham. 











Revival 
Revitalizes Life 


All phases of life do not move for- 
ward at the same time. To wait for 
such a phenomenon would breed stag- 
nation and would poison all life. 


Without spiritual revival, religious 
progress would be imperceptible. Hope 
and inspiration will accomplish much 
more than mere struggle without 
either. 


Life does not remain at the same 
level. This is true of the individual, 
the church, the community, and the 
whole nation. Today a man may re- 
joice in God and flex his mental and 
spiritual muscles, feeling equal to 
combat with Satan himself. Tomor- 
row, the same man, caught in a wave 
of distress and disappointment, may 
cry out for help like a little child. 


One day Simon Peter took his sword 
and cut off the ear of the servant of 
the high priest. But soon thereafter 
he cursed and denied Christ before 
the accusations of a teen-age girl who 
accused him only of being a friend of 
Christ. 


The power of Christ rescued him. 
A few weeks later at Pentecost, he 
was swept by a mighty tide of divine 
power and ascended to unparalleled 
peaks of victory and spiritual revival. 


—Dr. C. E. Autrey 
REVIVALS OF THE 
OLD TESTAMENT 
Zondervan, 1960. 





“He that soweth to the flesh shall 
of the flesh reap corruption.”” — Ga- 
latians 6:8. When there is no higher 
aim in life than to satisfy passion and 
pride, the returns are always bitter 
and empty. 


TRUST 


I placed the last egg on the break- 
fast table, checked to make sure every- 
thing was there, and started to the bed- 
room to call my husband to breakfast. 
“Come on, Sam,’ I said, picking up the 
cat and taking him with me, for I re- 
membered how well he liked fried 
eggs. He snuggled comfortably in my 
arms while we walked down the hall. 
We entered the bedroom and went on 
through to the bathroom. The shower 
curtain was closed and the water was 
running. Sam tensed. Suddenly his 
claws dug into my hands. My hold on 
him tightened. His claws dug deeper 
and he wriggled his way onto my 
shoulder, digging his claws in further 
as he leaped from my back. 

“Why did he do that?” I asked 
my husband. He told me that the 
cat had never seen the shower curtain 
closed before and he didn’t know 
what the running water was. He was 
afraid of the sound. 


cat’s reaction when he was frightened 
and the reaction of my children when 
they are frightened. My children 
come running to me and cling to me, 
knowing that Mama won’t let any- 
thing happen to them while they are 
with her. The cat didn’t trust me. 
Instead he depended on his own in- 
stincts. 


So it is with us, I thought. We try 
to stand in our strength and to wriggle 
free from God’s care and loving pro- 
tection. His admonition to come into 
the Kingdom as little children had 
been well illustrated. A little child’s 
faith and trust in his parents is com- 
plete, having no doubt at all of the 
love of the parent or of the parent’s 
ability to do anything at all. Are 
we more like the cat, which doubted 
the love and care of my arms, or are 
we like the little children, whose trust 
is endless? 


—Evelyn B. Hendricks 
Jacksonville, N. C. 


Two men went up to the temple to pray 
By differing ways they came, 

One walked with pride and a haughty sway 
The other was bowed with shame. 


The first man spoke: 


O God, it is a pleasure to bring 
my virtues into this holy place. 


I can confirm 


what You already know 


as to my commendable character. In 
these perilous days when so many thieves, 
rogues and immoral men are prevalent,— 
yes, even a lowly tax-gatherer in this 
lofty temple, I am grateful that I am not 


like one of these. 


I am a great believer 


in virtue: I fast twice each week and pay 
tithes on my not inconsiderable income. 


The second man spoke: 


O God, be merciful! 

Thou knowest my sins: 

Lost opportunities 

The wavering hand on the plough 
The furrow unfinished, 


Lies and deceit 


Dreams unfulfilled 
Promises broken,— 
Have mercy, I pray 


O God, forgive! 


Back went the two men to their homes 
By separate paths they trod 

One man walked uprightly alone 
The other man walked with God. 


—Irena Foreman Williams 


Montreat, N. C 
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The Basic Imperative of Missions 
I 


Into 


All The World Together 


(A program for use during the World Missions season) 


Why bother the heathen with Chris- 
tianity? Are not the Buddhists, the 
Mohammedans and the Hindus happy 
in their religions? Don’t they find 
salvation as they worship God in their 
own ways, even as we Christians find 
salvation as we worship God in our 
way? 


Just why should we spread Chris- 
tianity “into all the world?” This is 
a basic question that many sincere 
people ask, perhaps some in our own 
Church, and it is a question that needs 
to be answered again and again. Why 
into all the world? 


The fundamental answer to this 
question is found in the fact that the 
New Testament teaches simply and 
clearly that the blessings of salvation 
we have enjoyed are for the whole 
world. John 3:16 says, “God so loved 
the world, that He gave His only be- 
gotten Son.” Jesus, Himself, has com- 
manded us to “go and make disciples 
of all nations (Matthew 28:19). “You 
are my witnesses,” He said—in Jerusa- 
lem “and unto the uttermost 
parts of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Some- 
one has summarized the world-wide 
missionary emphasis of the New Testa- 
ment as follows: 


“Every book in the N.T. written 
to an individual was written to 
a convert of a foreign mission- 
ary. Every epistle in the New 
Testament written to a church 
was written to a foreign mis- 
sionary church. ... The lan- 
guage of the New Testament is 
the missionary’s language. The 
map of the early Christian world 
is the tracing of the journeys 
of the first missionaries.” 


Surely the urgency the New Testa- 
ment places on the world mission en- 
terprise of the Church is beyond ques- 
tion. Let us observe some of the 
practices and teachings of the re- 
ligions of the world, and through these 


REV. CLINTON C. BAKER 


observations, as well as through a 
deeper understanding of the nature 
of Christianity itself, try to analyze 
at least three reasons for this com- 
pulsion that the New Testament places 
upon Christians to propagate their 
beliefs. 


THERE IS NO OTHER WAY 


Why into all the world? First, 
because heathen religions are not suf- 
ficient to meet the basic needs of 
their followers. They cannot bring 
salvation to the people of the world. 


Many of the religions of the world 
have great teachings, but they do not 
provide the moral power to enable 
their followers to live up to their 
teachings. Some of the most degrad- 
ing and obscene practices are not only 
permitted but sanctioned by these very 
religions. No certain hope of sal- 
vation is presented in any heathen 
creed. The most the Buddhist can 
find is escape into nothingness, as 
many people seek escape in alcohol. 
The paradise of the Mohammedan is 
little. more than an orgy of sensual 
pleasures. Each of the founders of 
these religions remains in his grave. 
To have the slightest hope of sal- 
vation, followers of these cults believe 
they must undertake the elaborate 
program of rituals and exercises, pil- 
grimages, self-inflicted wounds, fast- 
ings, the saying of many prayers, etc. 
In these ways they attempt to set at 
peace a conscience made uneasy by 
sin, but they find that none of these 
practices avail. 


Instead come cries like this from 
the Congo, “O God be with our land; 
our hearts are up in the air and we 
do not know what we want.” And 
information like this from Japan: that 
“the young people are terribly disil- 
lusioned . . . they do not know where 
to turn.” And descriptions like this 
one from Brazil: a young man “found 
life empty and hopeless. He lived on 
the verge of despair; like a blind and 
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bewildered soul he floundered in deep 
darkness.” 


JESUS CHRIST CAN SAVE 

Why into all the world? Secondly, 
because Jesus Christ is sufficient to 
meet the basic needs of all who fol- 
low Him. He can bring salvation to 
the people of the world. 


To the bewildered and burdened He 
says, “Come unto me... and I will 
give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). To 
the disillusioned and hungry in heart 
He says, “I am the Bread of Life. He 
who comes to me shall never hunger 
and he who believes in me shall never 
thirst (John 6:35). To those in the 
dark shadows of sin He says, “I have 
come to seek and save the lost.” 


We find in Christ the forgiveness 
of all our sins: “The blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanses us from all sin” (I 
John 1:9). This forgiveness is based 
on the sure foundation of faith rather 
than the vain strivings of our works: 
“Being justified by faith we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Romans 5:1). In Jesus we 
have the moral strength that comes 
from new life: “If any man be in 
Christ he is a new creature” (II Cor- 
inthians 5:17). In Christ we have a 
risen, living Saviour who has prom- 
ised us His constant companionship all 
our days: “Lo, I am with you always” 
(Matthew 28:20). In Christ we have 
certain hope beyond the grave: “in 


my Father’s house are many man- 
sions. . . . I go to prepare a place 


for you” (John 14:2). 


“Jesus, the name that calms our 
fears, that bids our sorrows cease, 
‘Tis music in the sinners’ ears, 
’Tis life and health and peace.” 


JESUS CHRIST ALONE SUFFICIENT 


Why into all the world? Thirdly, 
because Jesus Christ, the divine Son 
of God, is the only one who is suf- 
ficient for the needs of the people. 
He is the only Saviour of the world. 
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Jesus, Himself, said, “I am the way, 
the truth and the life. No man comes 
to the Father except through me” 
(John 14:6). “Neither is there sal- 
vation in any other, for there is no 
other name given among men by which 
we must be saved,” exclaimed Peter 
(Acts 4:12). “There is one God and 
one mediator between God and man, 
the man Christ Jesus,” wrote Paul 
(I Timothy 2:5). 


A young Japanese student spoke to 
his traveling companion, a Christian 
missionary. “There are many differ- 
ent religions,” he said, “that man 
uses to seek to find God. Is not 
Christianity one of them?” “You are 
right in saying that man has many 
religions to try and find God,” the 
missionary replied, “but God is not 
lost. Man is lost, and the New Testa- 
ment is the story of how God has taken 
the initiative to save the lost, coming 
to earth Himself in the Person of 
His Son, Jesus Christ, seeking lost 
mankind and dying for the sins of the 
world.” 


The question “‘Why export Chris- 
tianity to China when you have Con- 
fucianism in your own country?” was 
asked of a Chinese Christian leader 
visiting in this country. “There are 
three reasons,” the Chinese Christian 
replied. “First of all, Confucius was 
a teacher and Christ is a Saviour. 
China needs a Saviour more than she 
needs a teacher. In the second place, 
Confucius is dead and Christ is alive. 
China needs a living Saviour. In the 
third place, Confucius is someday go- 
ing to stand before Christ to be judged 
by Him. China needs to know Christ 
as Saviour before she meets Him as 
Judge.” 


Heathen religions are insufficient 
for the needs of human beings. Jesus 
Christ, and Jesus Christ alone, is the 
world’s Saviour. He is the divine 
Son of God who came down to earth 
to seek lost mankind and to die for 
us all. Little wonder then that woven 
into the whole warp and woof of the 
New Testament is the concept “into 
all the world.” 


WHAT IS YOUR RESPONSE? 


Has this concept been woven into 
the fabric of your everyday thinking 
and doing? If you know Jesus Christ 
as your Saviour, through your earnest 
prayer and sacrificial giving, and per- 
haps through your own going, you 
will reveal your deep concern for the 
millions across the earth who go to 
bed every night having never yet 
heard the message of the Gospel. Is 
the message of the New Testament 
your testimony? 

“Behold, how many thousands still 

are lying, 

Bound in the darksome prison 

house of sin, 

With none to tell them of the 

Saviour’s dying, 

Or of the life He died for them 

to win. 


Publish glad tidings; 
Tidings of peace; 
Tidings of Jesus, 
Redemption and release.” 


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 


Look up the Scripture references 
given and discuss them in terms of 
the need to spread the Gospel into 
all the world. Can you add further 
facts to illustrate the difference be- 
tween Christianity and the religions 
of the world? If Christ is the only 
Saviour of the world, and you are a 
Christian, what does that imply for 
you? For your church? 


Mr. Baker is pastor of the Johnson 
Memorial Church, Jackson, Tenn. 





For Christians 
at Easter 


thief, the centurion 


Easter seasons. 


IN HIS LIKENESS 


SEVEN WORDS TO THE CROSS 


RopertT F. Jones. Using seven words addressed to Jesus 
while he was on the cross, Robert F. Jones unveils the 
hearts of the people at Calvary and shows us our hearts 
in this mirror. The passers-by, the soldiers, the penitent 
their statements and actions lay 
bare the sickness in men’s souls and point surely to the 
cross as the place of healing. 

Clearly and warmly, these meditations speak to us of 
the true quality of Christianity and its demands. A pow- 
erful devotional book 


especially for the Lent and 
$2.00 








John Knox Press 


G. McLeop Bryan. Forty men and women from 20 
centuries show us what it means to follow the living 
Christ. Augustine, Francis of Assisi, Luther, Bonhoeffer 
—these are some of the faithful who speak a compelling 
message to our time. A devotional book of great rich- 
ness and depth, Jn His Likeness is well suited for reading 
and meditation during the days of Lent. $3.00 


ask your bookseller 


RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 


publisher of paperback ALPHABOOKS 








KING COLLEGE 


Presbyterian . . . Co-educational . . . Founded 1867 


Sound liberal education under 


Four-year Liberal Arts, Sciences, Business, Education. Four Types of Scholarships: 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. One 
Dormitories. Summer Session. 
Board, room, and tuition, $1047.00. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 
R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — Box “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. 


hundred forty-five acre campus. 


influences. Fully accredited. 
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— World Missions Building, Nashville, Tenn. 


Would one of these 
ANNUITIES help your 
ESTATE PLANNING? 


Through an annuity of the Board of World Missions, you can provide 
a guaranteed life-time income for yourself or for another, and at the 
same time make a generous gift to World Missions. 


Also—in your will you can provide one or more such annuities for your 
loved ones, with the knowledge that they will receive an assured life- 
time income that will not fluctuate and cannot be dissipated or 
mis-managed. Or, if you wish, you can have an annuity made payable 
to one person and also to a survivor, who would in turn receive the 
same guaranteed life-time payments and the same protection of principal. 


Under our Annuity Gift Plan, whatever sum you invest is maintained 
intact for payment of the annuity as long as the beneficiary or bene- 
ficiaries may live, and then, after all of the annuity obligations have 
been fulfilled, the principal becomes a gift to World Missions. Because 
of this gift feature, you are allowed certain tax benefits 

on both principal and income. 





We will be glad to send you a copy of our free 
booklet describing our Annuity Gift Plan in 
detail and showing the rates of return based 
on age of annuitants. Just write 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


BoarpD oF HORLD Missions 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 






POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
‘Zo Foretgu Missions a Share” 
i a 
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Awake 


Why have we permitted our churches 
to become havens of lethargic rest 
rather than centers in which and from 
which there is an unending witness 
to the vital need of lost sinners for a 
Saviour? 


Why have we permitted many of 
our church services to degenerate in- 
to a form of soul-soothing pageantry 
when they should convict the unsaved 
of their need of salvation and send 
Christians out to bring in the lost? 


There are many reasons, chief 
among which is the deadening work 
of Satan, the unending temptation to 
be at ease in Zion, to the neglecting 
of the most important thing in all the 
universe. 


Satan has many ways of attaining 
his ends and for Christians ignorance, 


indifference, unbelief and _ laziness 
take their toll. 
The average church member is a 


spiritual illiterate. He is pitifully ig- 
norant of even the simplest truths of 
Scripture. He flounders if asked to 
give a reason for his faith. He is 
moronic because he has never learned 
the necessity of Bible study and 
prayer as a part of sturdy Christian 
living. 


Coupled with ignorance there is al- 
so a selfish indifference to the needs 
of others. A contentment in having 
salvation for ourselves but having 
neither the time for nor interest in 
the soul’s welfare of others is all too 
prevalent. 


Going hand in hand with ignorance 
and indifference is the deadly sin of 
unbelief. We do not believe Jesus 
when He says: “I am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life: no man cometh 
unto the Father but by Me.” 


We reject the words of John the 
Baptist: “He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life: and he that 
believeth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abideth on 


him.” 
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or Die! 


Nor are we willing to accept Peter’s 
words: “Neither is there salvation in 
any other: for there is none other 
Name under heaven given among men, 


whereby we must be saved.” 


Succumbing to modern neo-univer- 
salism we reject these clear statements 
of Scripture and in so doing cut the 
nerve of missionary and 
motivation. 


evangelism 


Neither cold nor hot — but awfully 
lazy —- we are content to ignore God’s 
warning in favor of a religion which 
does not reach beyond the grave. 


One wonders what God will have 
to do to jolt us from our complacency. 
We are deeply involved in trying to 
divide mankind’s social inheritance 
equitably but we are doing amazingly 
little to save lost souls. 


If throughout Protestantism in 
America today there should come a 
spiritual awakening the entire world 
situation might well be changed. But 
recent months have shown how far 
Protestant leadership has become in- 
volved in secondary’ considerations 
which forget history, ignore the Scrip- 
tures and lead out to the mirage of a 
man-made _ utopia. 


God grant that before it is too 
late we Protestant Christians may 
awaken to our responsibility to put 
first things first — and that is to 
preach the simple Gospel of forgive- 
ness of sin in Christ in the fullness 
and power of the Holy Spirit! 

—L.N.B. 





Fewer Ministerial 
Candidates 


We know why there has been a de- 
cline in the number of ministerial can- 
didates (story, p, 3), and it isn’t be- 
cause the “sales pitch” has been inef- 
fective or the fringe benefits unattrac- 
tive. 


It is because the churches are not 
leading their young people into a soul- 
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saving, personality - transforming, ca- 
reer-compelling experience of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


The churches are not doing this — 
many of them — because their leaders 
cannot lead the young people into 
such an experience: you cannot take 
someone where you haven’t been your- 
self. 


Today the Christian Church gives 
evidence of “decline” because it is 
increasingly influenced by ecclesiastics 
who have never met Jesus Christ 
yet who go about to induce “mean- 
ingful” emotional experiences in 
the lives of cultured people who have 
never met Jesus Christ either. 


We have fewer candidates for the 
ministry (and an almost invisible per- 
centage of ministerial candidates for 
missions service) because those who 
teach us can see no better way to im- 
plement the Great Commission than 
to “improve the quality of housing 
for married students.” 


It is of more than passing signifi- 
cance that our own missions board re- 
ceives more applications from laymen 
(who have never been to the theologi- 
cal schools) than from ministers of 
the Gospel (who have). 





What Universalism 
Implies 

During the Christmas season we at- 
tended a program in which a Christ- 
mas “reading” was given, similar to 
the familiar “Other Wise Man.” En- 
titled “The Man at the Gate of the 
World,” this story concerns Kaspar 
(one of the Wise Men) who allegedly 
leaves Bethlehem and wanders the 
world over until he comes to the end 
of his days in Damascus, sitting in 


the gate, doing what he imagines Jesus 
would do. 


As you will recall, the “Other Wise 
Man” is about a “fourth” wise man 
who misses the trip with the others and 
who searches for the Christ Child un- 
til he finally meets Jesus on the way 
to Calvary. 


“The Man at the Gate of the World” 
has Kaspar carrying on works of kind- 
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ness and mercy which he has come to 


associate with Jesus. One day there 
comes to him the opportunity to do a 
good deed to a horribly evil man who 
turns out to be, of all people, Judas 
Iscariot! It seems that the report of 
Judas’ death was greatly exaggerated 
(according to the story) and he has 
wandered in anguish of soul to Da- 
mascus and his final date with destiny 
in the person of the now aged Kaspar. 


In the course of the conversation 
which precedes Judas’ spiritual deliv- 
erance, the traitor wonders if salva- 
tion can include sinners such as he. 
Kaspar replies that salvation must in- 
clude such as he if it is to include 
everyone: “He could not be the 
world’s deliverer without delivering 
thee!” is the crucial line in the read- 
ing. 


Of course. If one’s theology en- 
vision’s all men brought ultimately in- 
to reconciliation with God you cannot 
leave out Judas. Or Nero. Or Ru- 
dolph Eichmann. 


But there is judgment as well as 
pardon. And death as well as life. 
And hell as well as heaven. And they 
that believe not on the Son of God 
shall perish. True Christianity is in- 
compatible with Universalism. 





Leadership Training 
Returns to Content 


The story from New Orleans (p. 17) 
about the Leadership Training School 
planned there is one of the most en- 
couraging we’ve seen in a long while. 
The publicity reaching our office 
called special attention to the fact that 
the school was being designed to over- 
come the habit of registrants to take 
more interest in “methods” courses 
than in “content” courses. 


We don’t know how big a straw in 
the wind this is blowing up from New 
Orleans. But if Christian education is 
returning to content (what you teach) 
instead of methods (how to teach) as 
the primary matter of interest in the 
educational process, then two choruses 
of the Doxology are in order. We 
may be over the hump. 


A La 
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STRANGE FIRES 


“The word of the Lord came unto 
me, saying, son of man, prophesy 
against the prophets of Israel, 
prophesy and say to those who 
prophesy out of their own minds: 
‘Hear the word of the Lord!’ Thus 
says the Lord God, Woe to the 
foolish prophets who follow their 
own spirit, and have seen noth- 
ing.” 


Ezekiel 13:1-3 


The prophet Ezekiel spoke with a 
forcefulness and authority which 
stemmed from a personal experience 
with God and the knowledge that He 
had given him a message to proclaim. 


One can imagine something of the 
depths of the impact on the prophet 
when God said to him: “I send you to 
them (Israel); and you shall say to 
them, ‘Thus says the Lord God.’ And 
whether they hear or refuse to hear 
(for they are a rebellious house) they 
will know that there has been a prophet 
among them.” As one reads the rec- 
ord of this fearless and faithful proph- 
et one senses the burning conviction 
behind the messages which came from 
his lips, not the words of a man but 
the words of God Himself. Again and 
again we read: “Thus says the Lord 
God.” 


Little wonder that in time he was 
called upon to denounce the false 
prophets who, instead of speaking for 
God were prophesying “out of their 
own minds”; men who were following 
“their own spirit” rather than the 
Spirit of the living God; men who 
posed as God’s messengers but who 
had “seen nothing.” 


The “strange fires” of man’s in- 
trusion into areas reserved for divine 
revelation are recurring phenomena 
in every generation. Abel worshipped 
according to God’s revealed plan. Cain 
thought he knew a more appropriate 
and esthetic way. Abel lost his life 
while Cain lost his soul. 


Nadab and Abihu, the sons of 
Aaron, had a heritage which should 
have kept them from folly but they 


“offered unholy fire before the Lord, 
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such as he had not commanded them” 
and in so doing forfeited their lives. 


Our Lord encountered the Pharisees 
of whom He said: “But in vain they 
do worship me, teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men.” Paul 
denounced false teachers, such as Hy- 
manaeus and Philetus; “Who concern- 
ing the truth have erred, saying that 
the resurrection is past already; and 
overthrow the faith of some.” The 
apostle Peter likewise warned against 
“false prophets” who had already ap- 
peared and who would continue to ap- 
pear within the Church, denying, 
changing, affirming, to suit their own 
opinions. 


The subtle temptation to speak out 
of our own minds is a continuing one, 
and when it involves Christian truth 
it can be disastrous in its effect. For 
this reason it is absolutely essential 
that there be a source of reference, 
an authority to which one can appeal 
which transcends human opinions. Nor 
do we have to look vainly for such an 
anchor. Our Lord again and again re- 
ferred to the Old Testament Scriptures 
and in every case attested to their in- 
tegrity. The New Testament writers 
show the same complete confidence 
in the Scriptures. 


In our own day strange things are 
happening; not that the deviations 
from truth are new in themselves, but 
the approach to rejection of revealed 
truth is so plausible and couched in 
such pious phrases. 


At the forefront is the now popular 
teaching that God’s Word is authentic 
only as it speaks to us. Of course the 
Scriptures become operative in our 
lives only as the Holy Spirit speaks 
and we obey; but, it is not our response 
which validates the Scriptures — they 
are true and authoritative regardless 
of whether we accept or reject them. 


This man-devised theory has become 
an increasingly easy road to the denial 
of revealed truth and upon this pre- 
supposition there has been built a 
system of theology which robs its fol- 


(Cont. on p. 19, col. 1) 
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the SPIRIT 
ofa 
STORE ... 


The quotation “no man is an island, entire in it- 
self’’ might apply to a store as well. Such was the 
belief of Belk-Simpson founders who, from the be- 
ginning, attempted to make a citizen as well as 
a success of the first store that opened over 72 
years ago. The basic philosophy did not stop with 
its founders, but is a legacy passed down from one 
generation of Belk-Simpson people to another. It 
was their goal to make of Belk-Simpson’s a store 
of the people, for the people. So, all who made 
up the store family, were encouraged to give of 
their time and energies, as well as of worldly goods, 
for the civic welfare. That’s why when you see 
the sign of progress, whether in the home, church, | 
or community, you'll invariably find folks of the 
Belk-Simpson family pitchin’ in. May we and the 
generations to come strive to keep the spirit of 


Belk-Simpson’s bright and shining. | 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


28 Belk-Simpson stores to serve you with courtesy 





and honest values. Look for the store nearest you ga 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 

J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

A. M. Smith, Mer.-Prop. 
The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mer.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 

B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, te 

J. A. Hagins, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mer.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Mer.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mer.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

Cc. E. Hinson, Mer.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mer. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, s. C 

F. B. Hagins, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 

Jack Gilliland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Mer.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 

R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 

J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 

KENTUCKY 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Harlan, Ky. 

Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Corbin, Ky. 

W. C. Ashley, Mer.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckman, Mer.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mer.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 
E. C. Huggins, Mer.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Megr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Mer.-Prop. 


OHIO 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Megr.-Prop. 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 29, 1961 


Jest 


Bible Material: John 5 


John 8:25-32 


Devotional Reading: 


There was the note of authority about everything 
the Lord Jesus did. He spoke with authority: His 
Sermon on the Mount is full of the expression, “But I 
say unto you,” and when He finished that sermon the 
people were astonished because He spake “as one hav- 
ing authority,” and not as the scribes. He cleansed 
the Temple as if He had the right to do it, and spoke 
of it as His Father’s house. 


He healed the sick and cast out demons as One Who 
had the authority to command even the evil spirits 
to obey Him. He rebuked wind and waves and there 
was a great calm. He stood before the grave of Lazarus 
and cried, “Lazarus, come forth,” and the dead man 
came forth at His command. He claimed the right 
to forgive sins and proved that right by healing the 
body of the man brought to Him by his friends. 


The rulers of the Jews challenged His authority. 
Jesus met their challenge by telling them plainly that 
He was one with the Father and that as the Son of God 
He had the same authority as God. He made Himself 
equal with God. The rulers of the Jews would not 
believe on Him, and were filled with the spirit of envy 
when they saw how the common people heard Him 
gladly, and how “the whole world was gone after Him.” 
They could brook no rivals, for they held places of 
authority also. 


They began to criticize and oppose and blaspheme 
as they schemed to kill Him. Pilate saw that it was 
because of envy that they delivered Jesus into his hands. 
This sin of envy has a terrible record. It is a hidden 
sin, of heart and mind, but it leads to hatred and mur- 
der. If they had only been willing to believe the clear 
testimony of John the Baptist, of the Father as He 
spoke from heaven, of the many signs which the Lord 
wrought in their midst; if they only had understood 
the Old Testament prophecies, and accepted Him as 
their long expected Messiah, what a different story the 
Gospels would have told! Why are the Jews so blind 
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J. KENTON PARKER 


° Authority Challenged 


today? 
hearts. 


Surely it must be because of their impenitent 


Envy is still a fearful sin. It shows itself in many 
forms, in many places. Preachers envy other preachers. 
Scientists envy other scientists. Political leaders envy 
their rivals. We envy other people because they have 
better cars, or homes, or finer clothes. Guard against 
envy. At the first sign of it pray that God will take 
it entirely from vour heart. Pray for the spirit of John 
the Baptist. When they tried to make him jealous of 
Jesus, he said, “Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I 
said, I am not the Christ, but I am sent before Him... 
He must increase, but I must decrease.” There have 
been few men as great as John. 


We study about two deadly sins in our lesson today: 
this sin of envy and the sin of unbelief: both are hid- 
den sins and both are exceedingly dangerous. 


I. The Healing of the Impotent Man: 5:1-9. 

The pool of Bethesda, with its five porches and the 
great multitude about it of impotent folk; of blind, 
halt, withered, is a good picture of this world in which 
we live with its millions of sick people. We live in a 
very sick world. Men and women and children are 
sick. This is true of our bodies, our minds, our souls. 
Our hospitals are crowded, our doctors busy, our drug 
stores full of all sorts of medicines and yet there seems 
to be no diminishing of the many diseases which afflict 
mankind. ‘There is hardly a home in which someone 
is not sick and even those who are well enough to be 
about their work have their aches and pains. Fearful 
epidemics sweep over the earth every few years and 
millions die. People are sick in their minds and our 
institutions for the care of such people are crowded 
with such patients. 


The whole world is sick with sin. There are no 
exceptions here: “all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God.” We are dead in trespasses and 
sins until Christ comes along. The sickness of heart 
and soul lies back of our other troubles. Listen to 
what Ryle says: “Sin was the original root, and cause, 
and fountain of every disease in the world. God did 
not create man to be full of aches, and pains, and in- 
firmities. These things are the fruits of the Fall. There 
would have been no sickness, if there had been no sin. 
No greater proof can be shown of man’s inbred un- 
belief, than his carelessness about sin. ‘Fools,’ says 
the wise man, ‘make a mock at sin’ (Prov. 14:9) . 
Surely if men would only look at hospitals and infir- 
maries, and think what havoc sin has made on this 
earth, they would never take pleasure in sin as they do.” 








Is there no balm in Gilead? 


Is there no physician 
there? 


The Great Physician now ts near; 
The sympathizing Jesus: 
He stoops the drooping heart to cheer; 
Oh hear the voice of Jesus! 
Sweetest Name on mortal tongue, 
Sweetest note in seraph song, 
Sweetest carol ever sung; 
Jesus, Blessed Jesus. 


Some day, when Jesus returns in glory, we shall 
have a world wherein there will be no sin, no sickness, 
no sorrow, no tears. How we should work and pray 
for the coming of His Kingdom! 


Jesus saw the impotent man lying by the pool and 
knew that he had been now a long time in that case. 
He said to him, “Wilt thou be made whole?” And then 
(verse 8), “Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.” He was 
immediately cured. 


Most men, if not all, would like to have their bodies 
made whole, but I am convinced that a great many do 
not care whether their souls are healed or not. They 
love to sin and roll it as a sweet morsel under their 
tongues. How many really hunger and thirst after 
righteousness? If we will we shall be filled. 


II. The Controversy with the Jews: 10-47. 


This developed along several lines: 


1. It was the Sabbath Day when Jesus told the im- 
potent man to rise, take up his bed (pallet) and walk. 
When the Jews saw the man carrying his pallet, they 
accused Him of doing an unlawful thing on the Sab 
bath. He replied that the one who cured him gave 
him orders to do this. When he found it was Jesus he 
told them that it was Jesus. Therefore the Jews per- 
secuted Jesus. 


The Jews had made the Sabbath a burden instead 
of the blessing it was meant to be, and Jesus came in 
conflict with them often over this question. He makes 
it clear that works of necessity and mercy are lawful 
and right. The danger today is not that we shall keep 
the Lord’s Day too strictly, but that we shall turn 
His day into a day of pleasure and business using it 
as a day to make money. We should spend the Lord’s 
Day in rest and worship except for the time needed 
for works of necessity and mercy. The Sabbath was 
made for man, for the development of our spiritual 
life and the lives of others. 


2. The second point in this controversy (verses 17- 
30) with the Jews is stated in verse 18: ‘Therefore the 
Jews sought the more to kill Him, because He had 
not only broken the Sabbath, but said also that God 
was His Father, making Himself equal with God.” 
Notice what He said about Himself: “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but 
what He seeth the Father do: for what things soever 
He doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.” He then 
claims the authority to quicken the dead and raise them 
to life. “. .. The Father has committed all judgment 
unto the Son; that all men should honor the Son, even 
as they honor the Father. He that honoreth not the 
Son honoreth not the Father which hath sent Him.” 
How can Unitarians face words like these? 





“He that heareth My Word, and believeth on Him 
that sent Me, hath everlasting life . . . is passed from 
death unto life.’ When talking to Nicodemus Jesus 
called this experience a “new birth.” Here He likens 
it to resurrection from the dead. The hour is coming, 
and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the 
Son of God: and they that hear shall live. “Hear, (01 
listen) and your soul shall live,” cried the prophet, 
and those who hear with faith shall live. “For as the 
Father hath life in Himself; so hath He given to the 
Son to have life in Himself; and hath given Him au- 
thority to execute judgment also, because He is the 
Son of Man.” Jesus goes on to speak of the “general 
resurrection,” when all who are in their graves shall 
come forth. 


These were tremendous claims, and Jesus called 
witnesses to prove the truth of these claims. First, 
there was John the Baptist, who testified that Jesus 
was the Son of God. We have seen his clear testimony 
in the first part of John’s Gospel. Then, “search the 
Scriptures . . . they testify of Me.” There were the 
works, or signs, which He did. They proved that He 
came from God. And the Father Himself, which had 
sent Him, bore witness of Him: “This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased,” said the voice of 


the Father. 








He was the Word that spake it, 

He took the bread and brake it; 
And what that Word did make it, 
I do believe and take it.—Donne 





SAFE... 
GENEROUS... 
ASSURED ... 


Income for you— 
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This folder on Church Extension Annuities tells how 
your gift to the Board purchases a regular annuity 
which pays you an income for life and later serves 
the Church. As pro- 
tection for you, the 
full amount is held 
by the Board through 
your lifetime. And, 
depending on your 
age, you can receive 
up to 7.4% per year 
—regardless of pre- 
vailing business con- 
ditions. Payments to 
you are made semi- 
annually ... an in- 
come for you, now, 
an outgo for Chris- 
tianity later. A gift 
of this nature will be 
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faction to you. 





Ask for 
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YOUTH WORK 


FOR JANUARY 29, 1961 





By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





Assembly’s Youth Sunday Program 


SUGGESTIONS TO PLANNING COMMITTEE: 


This committee should include representatives from all 
the youth groups of the church. 


1. Decide on a time and place. 


2. Request permission from the Session to hold the 
program as scheduled and to receive the offering. 


8. Decide on an order of service. 


!. Choose people to take part on the program 
(speakers, ushers, organist, etc.) and notify them. 


a 


Make plans for publicity (announcements, pos- 
ters, etc.) and appoint people to be responsible 
for it. 


6. Schedule practice session. 


~ 


Determine how the offering shall be divided 
and used. 


SUGGESTED ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Doxology. 

Invocation and Lord’s Prayer. 
Hymn—“Faith of Our Fathers.” 


Scripture Reading— (Psalm 119:9-16, to be read in 
unison) . 


Welcome and Introduction of Participants (by Youth 
Leader) . 


Explanation of Offering (the purpose or purposes 
for which it will be used). 


Offering and Offertory Prayer. 

Report by Youth Organizations. 

Hymn—“Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak.” 

Presentation of Senior Theme Picture. 

Presentation of Senior Theme Hymn. 

Presentation of Theme Idea. 

Hymn—“Lead On, O King Eternal.” 

senediction (by the minister) . 

PROGRAM LEADER’S WELCOME AND INTRO- 
DUCTION: For a number of years it has been custo- 
mary for Presbyterian churches to give their young 


people at least one opportunity during the year to tell 
the entire congregation something about their work. 
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Today is the day which the General Assembly has set 
aside on its calendar for young people. We welcome 
all of you to this service, and hope you will be en- 
couraged by what you see and hear. We also hope 
you will be inspired to encourage us in our service of 
the Lord. 


The following youth organizations of our church 
will be represented on this program. (List the organi- 
zations and call the names of the young people who 
will be representing them on the program. Ask the 
young people to stand as you call their names.) 


SUGGESTIONS FOR REPORTS OF THE YOUTH 
ORGANIZATIONS: 


1. Give the name of the organization and the num- 
ber of members. 


2. Tell who its officers and adult advisors are. 
3. ‘Tell where and how often it meets. 


4. Give a brief description of programs, activities, 
and projects. 


PRESENTATION OF THEME PICTURE: (Prints 
of the picture, Rembrandt’s “Head of Christ,” can be 
ordered from Art and Book Shop, Metropolitan Mu- 
seum of Art, 5th Ave., at 82nd St., New York 28, N. Y. 
for 25c plus 10c for postage.) 


Each year the Senior High Young People choose a pic- 
ture to keep on display throughout the year. The picture 
chosen by the Assembly’s Youth Council for 1961 is 
Rembrandt's “Head of Christ.” The original of this 
fine painting hangs in New York’s Metropolitan Mu- 
seum of Art. It is not as colorful as some of the modern 
portrayals of Christ, but it has much more character. 
The artist has added a richness and a reverence to this 
painting that is not found in modern art. 


A knowledge of the painter ought to help us ap- 
preciate the painting. Rembrandt van Ryn (1606-69) 
was born in Leyden, Netherlands, but lived most of his 
life in Amsterdam. From his earliest years his desire 
was to be a painter. His father, being well-to-do, was 
willing to provide fine instruction, but after a short 
stay with a teacher in Amsterdam, he came home “to 
study and practice painting alone and in his own way.” 
His own way was evidently a very good way, because 
he rose to fame and fortune very rapidly. If Rem- 
brandt gained wealth quickly, he gave it away and 
spent it even more rapidly. _ With popularity waning 
and wealth exhausted, he died in relative obscurity. 


During his lifetime he produced some six hundred 


1961 








paintings and etchings, many of them on Biblical 


themes. Models for many of his religious paintings 
were the Jews from the Jewish quarter in which he 
lived. One writer has this to say about the dark tones 
which characterize many of his paintings, including 
the “Head of Christ”: “As the color and glamor went 
out of his life and the shadows deepened about him, 
he painted on, with a lower and lower toned palette, 
producing pictures in which the light, penetrating the 
shadows, revealed truths of deeper significance than he 
had ever caught before.” 


PRESENTATION OF THE THEME HYMN: (The 
hymn “Lord God of Hosts, Whose Purpose, Never 
Swerving” is in The Hymnbook. If your church does 
not have The Hymnbook, perhaps the words could be 
mimeographed and given out among the congregation, 
or your adult advisor can help you select another ap- 
propriate hymn of praise to be your theme hymn). 


The theme hymn for 1961 is “Lord God of Hosts, 
Whose Purpose, Never Swerving.”” The words were 
written by the Rev. Shepherd Knapp, a Congregational 


minister. The hymn is baséd on I Corinthians 15:58 
(read the verse). It breathes courage, confidence, and 
gladness. This hymn was written especially for the 


men’s association of Brick Presbyterian Church in 
New York City, where Mr. Knapp was serving as As- 
sistant Minister at the time the hymn was written. 


The hymn tune “Welwyn” was composed by Sir Al- 
fred Scott-Gatty, a prominent English church musician 
who lived until just over forty years ago. In addition 
to his powerful and stately church music, he was also 
the author of much vocal music for children and of 
hundreds of popular songs. 


Let us now sing our new theme. (It will surely be 
helpful to have a group of young people learn the 
hymn beforehand, if this hymn is not familiar to your 


congregation. Let the group sing it first with the con- 
gregation joining in later.) 


PRESENTATION OF THE THEME IDEA: (Read 
the following Scripture passage: Romans 8:14-17; I 
Peter 1:3-5; and I John 1:1-3.) 


Our theme for 1961 is “Heirs of Christ — Share the 
Faith.” This theme has two focal points — our bless- 
ings and our responsibilities. We have received great 
spiritual riches through Christ which we have not de- 
served. We have not earned God’s favor. We are the 
heirs of His mercy. Every truly good thing we have 
has come to us ultimately from the goodness of God. 
These blessings have come as gifts of grace. All of 
this is summed up in our salvation. (Read Ephesians 


2:8-9.) 


In the first program of the new year we studied our 
Presbyterian heritage, because this is the centennial 
year of our Church. We found that God has blessed 
us with a Church which has been traditionally true to 
the Bible, spiritual in its emphasis, and thoroughly 
committed to missions and evangelism. We can be 
thankful to God for the blessings He has given us in 
and through our Church, and we should be encouraged 
by a fuller knowledge of our Church to serve Christ 
more faithfully in the future. 


We must indeed look to the future. It is never 
enough to rejoice in the blessings of the past, however 
great they are. The very fact that God has blessed us 
so richly lays on us the obligation of sharing our bless- 
ings. The body of truth which God has revealed in 
the Bible and which our Church has faithfully taught 
we call “the faith.” We are responsible for sharing 
this faith with the world. We, as young people, have 
not been studying our heritage but we have been study- 
ing ways of sharing our faith. It is a most important 
thing we are trying to do, and we ask your support 
and your prayers. 
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KERRVILLE, Tex.—A new dormi- 
tory, to replace one destroyed by fire 
last Spring and to be named in honor 
of L. A. Schreiner, of Kerrville, will 
shortly rise on the campus of Schreiner 
Institute here. 

Stiefel and Whitton, Kerrville con- 
tractors, presented the low bid for the 
construction. The dormitory, housing 
48 students and one faculty family, 
will be ready for the September term 
of school. 





KING TO LECTURE AT AUSTIN 


AUSTIN, Tex.—Dr. Charles L. King, 
pastor of the First Church, Houston, 


Tex., will serve as guest lecturer for 
the Spring Semester at Austin, Tex. 
A member of the seminary’s board of 
trustees and a former moderator of 
the General Assembly, Dr. King will 
teach homiletics. 





FELLOWSHIPS ANNOUNCED 


RICHMOND, Va. — Awarding of 
Fellowships to five seniors at Union 
Theological Seminary has been an- 
nounced by President James A. Jones. 
The recipients are: Wallace M. Alston, 
Jr., Decatur, Ga.; Mary Faith Carson, 
Kingsport, Tenn.; Albert D. Kissling, 
Jacksonville, Fla.; Holland McSwain, 
Jr., Murphy, N. C.; and William E. 
Thompson, Spencer, N. C. 


WESTMINSTER SELECTED 


FULTON, Mo. — Westminster Col- 
lege has received notification from the 
Crown Zellerbach Foundation of San 
Francisco that it has been selected as 
one of the participants in the Crown 
Zellerbach Scholarship Program. The 
Foundation will provide one $800 
scholarship each year to an outstand- 
ing upperclassman at Westminster, 
plus an unrestricted grant of $500 to 
the general fund of the college. 


The college has also announced 
plans to implement a new faculty 
salary schedule next September. The 
minimum for instructors will be in- 
creased from $3,800 to $4,200, while 
the maximum for professors will be 
raised from $10,000 to $12,000. 
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ATLANTA CHURCH BOOSTS 
INNER-CITY IMPROVEMENT 


ATLANTA, Ga. — (PN) — City, 
county and state officials here are 
expressing enthusiastic approval of a 
plan proposed by Central Presbyterian 
Church, for the rejuvenation of the 
“hub” block in this city. 


Key to the proposal is property 
which Central Church owns and pro- 
poses to sell to the city and county 
for the construction of an 846-car un- 
derground garage, and above-ground 
park. 


The block on which the Presbyterian 
Church stands is faced on three sides 
by civic buildings. To the east is the 
State Capitol of Georgia. To the south 
sits the towering Atlanta City Hall. 
To the west is the gleaming marble 
Fulton County Administration Build- 
ing. Central Presbyterian occupies 
slightly more than the northeast quar- 
ter of the block facing the Capitol; 
Immaculate Conception Catholic 
Church on the northwest corner, backs 
up to the Presbyterian property, and 
faces the Fulton County building. 


Central Church, through action of 
its congregation, proposed that the 
city and county acquire all the prop- 
erty in the block, except that on which 
the two churches stand, and turn it 
into a park that would give an open 
vista between the three civic buildings. 
For the purpose Central Church has 
offered to sell at cost property ac- 
quired in 1959 when the Central Bap- 
tist Church The old Baptist 
church stands on the southeast corner 
of the block, and will be removed to 
make way for the park and under- 
ground garage if the plan is approved. 


closed. 


The step proposed by Central Pres- 
byterian is designed to give impetus 
to the current program of inner-city 
rehabilitation that has seen the erec- 
tion within recent years of several 
new government buildings in the Cap- 
itol complex. As a part of its pro- 
the church promises to tear 
its old educational and office 
building that would border the pro- 
posed park, and rebuild a $550,000 to 
$750,000 structure which would add 
to the beauty of the church and gov- 
ernmental center. This would not im- 
volve the destruction or rebuilding of 
historic old Central Church itself, nor 
of its new educational plant and chap- 
el. The new structure would tie into 
the old sanctuary, and would join the 
five-floor educational plant at the rear 
of the Presbyterian property. 


posal, 
down 


School Stressing Content, Not Methods, Slated 


NEW ORLEANS, La. — Content, 
rather than methods, will be empha- 
sized at New Orleans Presbytery’s next 
leadership training school, according 
to plans announced by the Rev. May- 
nard Fountain, planning committee 
chairman. The “School of Christian 
Living” is scheduled March 5-9 at 
the Lakeview church. 


Explaining the committee’s thinking, 
a member, George E. Egdorf, said: “‘In 
Christian Education circles it is pretty 
much a fact that those registering in 
leadership training schools are more 
interested in ‘methods courses’ than in 
‘content courses.’”’ The emphasis this 
time will be on content. “None will 
deny the urgent need,” Mr. Egdorf 
said. 


The school’s dean, the Rev. Edgar 


M. Grider, said he and the committee 
hope participants will be involved in 
a “deeper experience and understand- 
ing of God and the faith we profess.” 
He added that planners hope the stu- 
dents learn better how to teach and 
what to teach, but, above all, why 
we teach. 


Aim of the school, according to a 
committee announcement, is: “To aid 
the leadership in our churches in the 
development of their own Christian be- 
liefs, and to help them in understand- 
ing the relevance of Christian beliefs 
to their various tasks .. .” 


Faculty members will include Mrs. 
Helen T. Vass of South Carolina, Pro- 
fessor Taylor Reveley of Southwestern 
at Memphis, and New Orleans ministers 
Alex W. Hunter and Fred V. Poag. 





Involved in the proposal made by 
the congregation of Central Church is 
the deliberate restriction of the size 
of the new building so that it need not 
extend beyond the center line of the 
block to the south of the church. The 
present old educational building goes 
well beyond the center line, on prop- 
erty which Central now proposes to 
retain but to lease for $1 a year to 
the governmental agencies. 


Church officers said officials of all 
three levels of government have ex- 
pressed great interest. Total cost of 
the project, including $1 million for 
the land, would be about $3 million, 
they said. The plan is the work of 
the church’s Second Century Commit- 
tee working with the pastor, Dr. Fred 
R. Stair, Jr. 








“If I’m as popular with my new 
congregation as you say, WHY have 
so few asked us to dinner?” 
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QUEENS GIFT ANNOUNCED 

CHARLOTTE, N. C. — A gift of 
$20,000 to establish a special book 
collection in the Queens College li- 
brary has been announced by Dr. Ed- 
win R. Walker, president of the col- 
lege. He said the grant is the initial 
gift in a series planned by Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Lowe of New York. 

The college has also announced that 
its English department head, Dr. Doug- 
las McD. Monroe, will attend a sem- 
inar in India next summer as a part 
of a U. S. State Department program 
under the Fulbright Act. 





NEW GEORGIA CHURCH 


SAVANNAH, Ga. — Savannah Pres- 
bytery has named a commission to or- 
ganize the Allenhurst chapel, promot- 
ed by the Flemington church. The 
action was requested in a petition from 
96 persons at the chapel. The Rev. 
Paul E. Rowland, pastor of the Douglas 
church, was chosen moderator-in-nomi- 
nation for the January meeting in the 
White Bluff church here. Dr. H. 
Dockery Brown, Jr., was moderator 
for the fall meeting at Eastern Heights 
church here. 





SHALLOWFORD BUILDING 


ATLANTA, Ga. Shallowford 
church in suburban DeKalb County 
near here has broken ground for its 
first unit, a $100,000 building includ- 
ing a chapel and educational facilities. 
The Rev. Kirk N. Nesbit is pastor. 








QUADRENNIAL—from p. 4 
which is always relevant, must speak 
to the problems of the day, however. 


The  convention’s “Commitment 
Amid Conflict” theme was dramatical- 
ly illustrated by a nail - studded 
cross and a crude wash basin and towel 
which dominated the display prepared 
by Miss Claire Randall. 


An opening night dialogue-play 
presented without props, written and 
directed by Arthur McDonald of Con- 
verse College, pointed up a need for 
commitment amid conflict. 


Afternoon seminars and evening 
“fireside” discussions gave further op- 
portunity for consideration of the 
theme in relation to specific topics, 
such as racial tensions, academic free- 
dom, international relations, use of 
money, frontiers in different parts of 


An Editorial 


the world and the technological up- 
heaval. 


FROM 262 COLLEGES 


Going to the Dallas meeting during 
their Christmas holiday were 1,087 
young people, including students from 
262 colleges. A total of 58 overseas 
students from 24 nations were also in 
attendance. The total registration, in- 
cluding leaders, was announced as 
1,225, short of the goal of 1,500 even 
though the maximum age was raised 
from 24 to 30 before the convention. 


Synod representation was listed as 
follows: Texas, 178; North Carolina, 
129; Louisiana, 100; Tennessee, 74; 
Arkansas, 73; Virginia, 70; Appa- 
lachia, 67; Georgia, 63; Alabama, 59; 
South Carolina and Mississippi, 56 
each; Florida, 50; West Virginia, 40; 
Missouri, 26; Kentucky, 25; and Okla- 
homa, 21. 


Major meetings were held at the 
downtown First Church, and smaller 
sessions were held at the church anid 
at the Adolphus Hotel. As announce:| 
in pre-convention literature, integrat- 
ed housing was available at Southern 
Methodist University for delegates who 
were not quartered at the Adolphus. 
All of the participants were fed at the 
hotel. 


(And amid all the 
“Commitment Amid Conflict’? we won- 
dered why there was no room in the 
program for a Gospel hymn or two. 


—Ed.) 


discussion of 





Also at Dallas— 


Introduced from the platform at 
the Dallas convention was T. Watson 
Street, executive secretary-elect of the 





These 
Student 


Mergers 


Do you think the Church Courts are guardians of denominational in- 
tegrity and only the proper Church Courts can vote Presbyterianism out 
of existence and replace it with Ecumenism? 


Technically you are right. 
taken. 


Actually and practically you may be mis- 
Presbyterianism, as such, seems to be fast disappearing at certain 


levels of Church programming, being replaced with an organized, united 
Ecumenism which is theologically naive, sociologically-oriented, and prob- 
lem centered, boasting that it has buried its denominational consciousness. 


We have reference to some of the student programming of our denomi- 
nation and to the organized student work on college campuses — which 


is the ‘ 


‘Church” insofar as many of the students are concerned. On some 


of these campuses (see Journal for Jan. 4, p. 10) separate denominational 


work has already been merged in 
void of denominational distinctives. 
The effect? 


“united” on 


- “federated” programs de- 


The next generation of Presbyterians is coming along — 


if the leaders of student work have anything to do with it —- unaware 


that the Presbyterian Church, as such, 




















OP ERAT Jon 
RIAL 


nation. 


they came to Dallas. 


brethren in Christ. 





Said a student interviewed by the reporter: 
national or doctrinal differences among us.” 
We have nothing whatever against our 


stands for anything, means any- 


thing, or has any reason to continue existing as an independent denomi- 


We have in hand a feature story which appeared in the Dallas Times 
Herald, under date of December 2 
is precisely the sense of our remarks, 
Episcopalian students from the Student Christian Federation at Arkansas 
College (Presbyterian, U. S.) who came to Dallas for the Presbyterian 
Quadrennial Youth Convention just held. 
news story is that as Methodists and Episcopalians this group was also 
Presbyterian, just as they had been Methodist when they went to a Meth- 
odist Student Movement encampment last summer, and as they had been 
Episcopalians when they attended a midnight Eucharist the week before 


1960. 
above. 


This thrust of the story 
It is about Methodist and 


The whole “message” of this 


“We've found no denomi- 


Methodist and Episcopalian 


But if the Sessions and Presbyteries of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., continue to sit idly by while at various levels of our 
denominational life ecumenical religion wields a greater influence over 
the program of the Church than the Reformed theology of the Gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, then who knows how long it will be before the 
Presbyterian Church and all it stands for disappear? 
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Board of World Missions. In his first 
appearance before an Assembly-wide 
audience since his election, Dr. Street 
ealled on all Presbyterians going 
abroad to be missionaries in what- 
ever work they undertake. He ex- 
pressed a hope that Presbyterians 
going overseas will relate themselves 
to local churches in the nations they 
visit. 


Books Aplenty— 


Miss B. Lewis of the Board of 
Christian Education, in her opening 
“book chat” at the Quadrennial Con- 
vention, told student delegates that 
convention speakers and leaders were 
written in advance of the meeting and 
asked to submit lists of books which 
they thought should be available at 
the book store. The collection on 
display (and offered for sale) during 
the quadrennial was made up from 
those lists, she explained. Among the 
titles observed by prospective cus- 
tomers were: CAT ON A HOT TIN 
ROOF, SUDDENLY LAST SUMMER, 
THE FUGITIVE KIND, CHRISTIAN 
RESPONSIBILITY ON A CHANG- 
ING PLANET (report of the NCC’s 
Fifth World Order Study Confer- 
ence). ... 





Among the Leaders— 


Behind-the-scenes leadership respon- 
sible for the convention included the 
following: Dr. Lawrence I. Stell of 
Charlotte, N. C., planning committee 
chairman; the Rev. William J. Fogle- 
man of Austin Seminary, convention 
director; and Miss Elizabeth Mc- 
Whorter, associate in Campus Chris- 
tian Life, Board of Christian Edu- 
cation, office coordinator. 


LAYMAN—from p. 1] 


lowers of spiritual power and effective 
Christian witness and which, in turn, 
leads to yet other deviations from 
Christian truth. 


The point of supreme weakness in 
this concept of revelation is that the 
human mind becomes the determining 
authority, not the Spirit of God. But 
God speaks in His Word and it is 
His Word whether we believe or not. 


Never has the world needed more 
than now the authentic Word: “Thus 
saith the Lord,” but instead of these 
clear affirmations we are told that 
revelation is valid only as the human 





OUR 
+, NATION’S 
” FUTURE? 











“WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A NATION SPENDS MORE ON 
GAMBLING THAN IT SPENDS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION? 


If you can find any Romans around, ask them. They lived pretty 
high on the hog in their day. That is, until some serious-minded 
neighbors from up North moved in. The rest is ancient history. 


YOU’D THINK THEIR FATE WOULD HAVE TAUGHT US A 
LESSON. 


Yet today we Americans spend twenty billion dollars a year for 
legalized gambling, while we spend a niggardly four-and-a-half 
billion for higher education. Think of it! Over four times as much! 
We also spend six-and-a-half billion dollars a year for tobacco, nine 
billion dollars for alcoholic beverages, and billions more on other 
non-essentials.” Council for Financial Aid to Education 

National spending says, in effect, that Americans regard trifles 
above education. What does the spending of churchmen say? Are 
we concerned about our church colleges? Does the financial support 
we give them reflect their true value? Our nation’s future may well 
depend upon the spiritual influence they exert. 


DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 
BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 


HIGHER EDUCATION | 


ee 


KEEP IT BRIGHT 
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mind is confronted with Scripture (or 
experience) and accepts it. We are 
told that no man can speak to us in 
the name of God but the Bible tells 
us again and again that God spoke to 
men, that their record is true, and 
that He speaks to us through those 
same men today. 


Why are the trumpets of the Nei- 
buhrs, the Tillichs, the Bultmanns and 
many others so uncertain today? Be- 
cause their particular philosophies and 
presuppositions have one thing in com- 
mon — a rejection of the full integrity 
and authority of Holy Scriptures. 
Consequently that which one accepts 
another rejects and in so doing con- 
fusion is added to confusion. 


How can clear affirmations of 
Scripture be “interpreted” so that they 
are false, or questionable, rather than 
true? Through this process every 
cardinal truth of the Christian faith 
becomes suspect or is rejected. Sad- 
dest of all, the witness and power of 
the simple Gospel is lost in a maze 
of human speculation and controversy. 


These are days when there is need- 
ed desperately in the Church a return 
to simple faith. The world needs 
Christians steeped in the Word of God, 
accepting that Word, preaching it from 
the pulpits and living it in the market 
place. The Church is losing to the 
non-Christian world at a ratio of at 
least three to one and this is certainly 
due in part to the fact that the mes- 
sage of the Gospel has been com- 
promised by unbelief. 


This is no time for either the love- 
less orthodoxy of the Pharisees or the 
intellectual denials of the Sadducees. 
All of us need to turn to the revela- 
tion God has given us in His Word 
and with humble hearts, and child-like 
faith step out to do His will. 


The Bible is God’s Word- 
than a series of cunningly 
fabies — for it is the record of 
holy men who spoke as moved by the 
Holy Spirit. Like Timothy we must 
learn that the sacred writings are all 
inspired by God and able to instruct 
unto salvation through faith in Jesus 
Christ. 


-rather 
devised 


Let the Church, her pulpits and her 
pews, return to this simple faith in a 
glorious and divine revelation; preach- 
ing, teaching and living by this Book 
and there will dawn a new day of wit- 
nessing power. 





A broken home is the world’s worst 
wreck. 


Children’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 


ABRAHAM, ISAAC AND JACOB 
6. Abraham Has Two Sons 


DO YOU KNOW—What God promised Abraham? 

LOOK UP in the Bible: Genesis 15:5-6; Genesis 18:10-14. 

WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about God’s promise to 
Abraham ? 

THING TO REMEMBER: What the Lord has promised He 
will do. Read Romans 4:21; Genesis 18: | 4a. 


ISAAC IS BORN Genesis 17:19; Genesis 21 : 1-8. 
God promised Abraham and Sarah that they should have a 
_._____. God even told them that He wanted them to name him 
Abraham was a years old 
when God kept His promise and the baby Isaac was born unto 
Abraham and his wife _. _. __. __ __. Abraham obeyed __ __ __ 
and called his son Isaac. Sarah and Abraham were very happy 
that God had given them a____ _.. To honor little Isaac, they 
itn ct ett kee: eet 


GOD MAKES A PROMISE FOR ISHMAEL Genesis 21 :9-21. 
Sarah asked Abraham to send Ishmael and his mother Hagar 
away. She wanted to be sure that Ishmael would not be heir with 
her son, __ __ __ __ _.. God promised Abraham that “‘in Isaac 
shall thy seed be called."" This means that Isaac’s descendants 
shall become the great nation of Jews. God also said that from 
Ishmael’s descendants, He will makea____ = ss 

Hagar wandered in the wilderness until the __ __ __ __ __ in her 
bottle was gone. Then she ____ __ __ Ishmael, her son, under a 
shrub and sat down a good __ __ __ off and prayed. The angel 


———— ——— ——  —— —S—= ee — s —— ——— > 





of God said to Hagar, “Fear __ __ __; for __ __ __ hath heard 
the __ __ __ __ __ of the lad. . . Arise, lift __ __ the lad; for | 
WHE oe ws os i es cs ” Gol eel 
Hagar’s __ __ __ __ and she saw a well of ____ ___ __ __ , and 
gave the lad a drink. God was with Ishmael and he __ __ __ __, 
and lived in the _.__ __ _____________ __, and became an 
archer. 


CHRIST KEEPS HIS PROMISES TO US 


(Read the verse and connect the reference with promise. ) 


PROMISE REFERENCE 
To answer prayer Matthew 28:20 
To forgive us our sins John 3:15 
To supply our needs Matthew 7:7 
To be with us always Philippians 4:19 
To give us eternal life I John 1:9 
* £* *® © *®& & 
DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? 
What is the shortest chapter in the Bible? (Hint: look in the 
Psalms) 


(Adapted from “Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,” Copyright 
1958 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 
ROME, by John H. Gerstner. Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids. 34 pp. 
50c. 


The _ distinguished professor of 
Church History and Government at 
Pittsburg Theological Seminary ex- 
amines the teachings of the Roman 
Catholic Church on the subjects of 
Justification by faith, the Bible, the 
Priesthood and Sacraments, and the 
Church. Using many quotations from 
Roman sources he presents clearly and 
concisely the views of Rome and con- 
trasts them with the Biblical position 
of Protestantism. 


Dr. Gerstner concludes that the er- 
ror of Rome is twofold; a denial of 
the authority of God (in rejecting the 
supremacy of God as He has spoken 
in the Bible), and in a deification of 
human authority in the Church of 
Rome. The result, he says, is that 
Rome has closed the divine way of 
salvation. 


The author suggests seven practical 
factors that should guide our attitude 
and policy toward Rome. The Prot- 
estant should: (1) maintain an atti- 
tude of humility, (2) not intermarry 
with Catholics, at least on Catholic 
terms, (3) oppose Rome, but only 
spiritually, (4) recognize Catholic 
merits, (5) co-operate whenever pos- 
sible, (6) recognize that there are 
Christians within the Roman Com- 
munion, and (7) bid our Catholic 
friends come to the true Church. 


This book should be read by every 
Protestant in America today and be 
kept handy for reference. 


—/(Rev.) J. J. Scott, Jr. 
Brandon, Miss. 





I SAW IT HAPPEN TO CHINA, 
by Hattie Love Rankin. Claitor’s Book 
Store, 241 North St., Baton Rouge 2, 
La. 235 pp. $3.95. 


For thirty-six years Dr. Hattie Love 
Rankin served as a medical missionary 
in the Soochow - Shanghai area of 
China. In 1913 Dr. Love joined the 


China mission under the board of the 
Methodist Church South and sailed for 
her assignment on the staff of the 
Women’s Medical School and Hospital 
in Soochow. Later she served as phy- 


sician in the Mission Hospital in Chang- 
chow and as superintendent of the 


Margaret Williamson 


Shanghai. 


Hospital in 


This volume is made up of Dr. 
Rankin’s diary from September 27, 
1913 through February 6, 1949. The 
most illuminating portion of this book 
deals with America’s deception by the 
Communists and our failure to back 
Chiang’s Nationalist Government. It 
is pointed out that Chiang was not 
told of the Yalta sell-out in February 
of 1945 until June 15, 1945. When 
General Marshall came to China he 
failed to accept the counsel of Gen- 
eral Claire Chennault and Albert C. 
Wedemyer. Dr. Rankin says that the 
big mistake of Marshall was his in- 
ability to grasp the truth that a union 
between the Communists and Nation- 
alists is impossible in any country. 
Also, Marshall did not realize that the 
Communist Party was the first anti- 
American one ever to exist in China. 
The defeat of China, Dr. Rankin af- 
firms, “was accomplished in our State 
Department.” 


Here is an unusual book and it 
should be read by all loyal Americans 
who need to be informed as to the 
techniques employed by the Commu- 
nists in their conquests. Missionary 
literature sometimes is dull, but this 
book carries with it a real punch that 
keeps the reader wide awake from 
start to finish. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





EUTYCHUS (AND HIS PIN), by 
Edmund P. Clowney. Eerdmans, 
Grand Rapids. 102 pp. $2.50. 


Since its beginning Christianity To- 
day has carried an anonymous feature 
signed “Eutychus.” Editor Carl Henry 
has described this column as an 
“unique blend of humor and Christian 
reflection.” Recently it has been dis- 
closed that the author is Edmund P. 
Clowney, professor of practical the- 
ology at Westminster Theological Sem- 
inary, Philadelphia. 


This volume offers a selection of the 
best letters in the Eutychus series 
found in past copies of Christianity To- 
day. We have marked many keen ob- 
servations pertinent to contemporary 
ecclesiastical life. Samples: “In re- 
ligion, too, Americans like superlative 
extremes—miniature chapels or tower- 
ing cathedrals.” “Many Americans 
crave a big church because their God 
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is too small.” “Americans spend 3 
billion annually for their churches and 
6 billion for cigarettes. To the cig- 
arette industry it may seem that the 
churches have done well, considering 
their modest advertising budget and 
extremely soft sell.” 


A few more samples: “The old lib- 
eralism believed that education would 
solve all problems. Today’s liberal has 
the same naive faith in communica- 
tion.” “Some preachers are far more 
ready to discuss communication than 
the Gospel to be communicated.” “Un- 
happily, Christianity is often under- 
stood as the religion of committee- 
men.” “To the amber-minded, it is 
most unChristian to say that anybody 
or anything is wrong.” 


Some of these chapters are unfor- 
gettable. Here is a companionable book 
full of wholesome humor, variety and 
charm. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 










YOU'LL ENJOY 
YOUR TRIP 
IMMENSELY! WHEATON 
” TOURS 
EACH 
YEAR 





1. Spring Bible Lands Cruise—March 
2. Summer Bible Lands Cruise—June 
3. Europe and Scandinavia—July 
4. South America—dJuly 
Daily lectures by tour leader. Fine Christian fellowship. 


Write today for FREE BULLETIN. Specify which tour. 
Address: Dr. Joseph P. Free 


WHEATON TOURS 
Box 468 Dept. S11 Wheaton, Illinois 
ALSO TOURS TO YELLOWSTONE PARK, 
GRAND CANYON AND CANADIAN ROCKIES 








Invest 
in lives 
and your 





sid 
will 
will live 


Consider Christian Education 


§ Write: Executive Department 
Board of Christian Education 
aA Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va 











THIS WAS JOHN CALVIN, by 
Thea Bouma Van Halsema. Zonder- 
van, Grand Rapids. 180 pp. 


It is a delight to commend this in- 
formative life of John Calvin by the 
daughter of a brilliant Calvinist, Dr. 
Clarence Bouma. Mrs. Van Halsema 
has a woman’s eye for details. She 
gives the name of the house in which 
Calvin boarded and perhaps was con- 
verted in Paris, the House of the 
Pelican, and the house on Canon 
Street where he lived in Geneva; the 
months of the first stay in Geneva; 
the beauty, the pathos and the triumph 
of Idelette de Bure, Mrs. John Calvin; 
the pains of body as of mind and heart 
of the “Second Patriarch of the 
Reformation.” 


Who was John Calvin? He was the 
father of modern French; he was the 
friend of the refugee in the hospitable 
home in Canon St.; he was the broken- 
hearted father who baptized his little 
son Jacques before the baby died at 
two weeks; he was the humble man 
to whom money was nothing; he was 
the sinner who sometimes lost his 
temper and repented greatly there- 
after — the sinner saved by grace 
alone; he was the mighty servant of 
Jesus Christ, the tireless writer, the 
dynamic preacher of the Word whose 
asthmatic whispers shook Europe. 


Here is Calvin’s ordering of the 
worship in St. Pierre: Baptism was to 
take place not at home, but in the 
church with the font near the pulpit 
not near the door. For the Lord’s 
Supper the tables should be beside 
the pulpit, and the people should come 
forward in groups to take their places 
at the tables. The »..le rested on and 
was expounded fro»: the high pulpit 
which occupied the fucal center of the 
cathedral as a sign that the Word of 
God was ruling the Church. 


—Wm. C. Robinson, Th.D. 
Decatur Ga. 





LUTHER AND THE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, by Altman K. Swihart. 
Philosophical Library, Inc., New York 
16, N. Y. 661 pp. $7.50. 


The history of the Lutheran Church 
from 1483 to 1960 is narrated in this 
volume along with an exposition of 
the teachings of Martin Luther de- 
rived from his own writings. The au- 
thor discusses some of the modern 
trends in the Lutheran Church such 
as the re-thinking of church-state re- 








“Where is that Bible? The pastor 
and his wife will be here in ten 
minutes !’’ 











lations, private confessions, Swedish 
theology, centralization of authority, 
impending mergers, and the Lutheran 
participation in the ecumenical move- 
ment. 


The issues separating Lutheran 
bodies from each other are said to be 
three — different attitudes towards 
secret societies, towards pulpit fellow- 
ship, and towards the inspiration of 
the Scriptures. The Missouri Synod 
refuses to unite with any Lutheran 
body that will not accept the doctrine 
of verbal inspiration. And this body 
believes that this position is in line 
with the Lutheran confession and with 
Scripture itself. Dr. Walther argues 
the Missouri Synod viewpoint and says, 
“When you assert that the divine con- 
tent of the Bible is mixed with human 
elements and false statements, you 
make not only this part of the Bible, 
but the entire Bible unreliable and un- 
trustworthy.” Thus this body of Lu- 
therans maintains that Scripture is 
infallible, the only source and norm 
for all doctrine. 


Since World War I the leadership 
in Lutheran theology has shifted to 
Scandinavia, especially to Sweden. Dr. 
Swihart remarks that Swedish theology 
occupies a place between American 
liberalism and orthodoxy. Liberalism 
was not acceptable to the Swedes for 
it was too optimistic concerning the 
nature of man, while orthodoxy was 
too authoritarian. It is further ob- 
served that the Swedes occupy a posi- 
tion between optimism and pessimism. 
Swedish theology rejects the pessimis- 
tic world view of God’s existence as a 
meaningless repetition and also the 
evolutionistic and optimistic view 
which attempts to find the meaning 


of continuous progress towards a goal 
of perfection obtainable in this world. 


This volume offers a wide picture 
of Lutheranism and its positions are 
well documented. Seminarians could 
find this work to be of value as col- 
lateral reading in the field of Church 
History. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





A NEW HISTORY OF THE UNIT- 
ED STATES, by William Miller. 
George Braziller, Inc., New York. 4388 
pp. 


This book is intended to bring into 
focus the pattern of American history, 
for adult readers whose understanding 
of our country’s development is strung 
along the school-day pegs of disjointed 
events — Revolution, War of 1812, 
Civil War, etc. It is actually a phil- 
osophy of American history more than 
merely a recounting of events. As 
such, it serves a useful function. 


The book is flawed by considerable 
bias toward the author’s own views, 
which are progressive - socialist, and 
atheistic - humanist. He correctly be- 
gins America’s history by a close look 
at middle-ages Europe. While admit- 
ting the importance of Calvinism, he 
distorts it beyond recognition and then 
wonders why it has such an impact! 
Economically, Mr. Miller sees capital 
as the source of all evils, labor as the 
Moses leading America from the Wil- 
derness. He frankly propagandizes for 
the economic theories today called 
“New Deal.” 


Prohibition is characterized as “the 
most spectacular interference with the 
freedom of the American people. . .” 
Legislation such as the graduated in- 
come tax — for which Americans nev- 
er voted — is not considered interfer- 
ence with freedom. The Wagner Act 
is a step forward; but the Taft-Hartley 
Act is a “legislative setback.” J. P. 
Morgan is a villain; H. L. Mencken a 
hero. Americans who still believe, 
with Jefferson, that the best govern- 
ment is the least government, will find 
this book disturbing. Mr. Miller, a 
professor and text-writer, is teaching 
a view widely held, and widely taught. 
He sneers at the idea that America’s 
increasing dependence on central gov- 
ernment is dangerous to individual 
character and morality; but he can 
give no explanation for the modern in- 
adequacies of Americans. 


Americans need to know that a book 
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such as this one is in print and cir- 
culating in our schools to influence 
American thought and decisions. 


—Carroll R. Stegall, Jr., D.D. 
Shalimar, Fla. 





A BASIC GRAMMAR OF THE 
GREEK NEW TESTAMENT, by Sam- 
uel A. Cartledge. Zondervan Publish- 
ing House, Grand Rapids. 137 pp. 
$3.95. 


Dr. Cartledge tells us in the opening 
sentence that this grammar was written 
“for the specific purpose of helping 
students read their New Testament in 
Greek,” and this reviewer feels that 
he has very well accomplished his task. 


The author deals with the essentials 
of the Greek language of the New 
Testament in such a way as to avoid 
complicated points of grammar and 
to point to the more important aspects 
of reading the Greek New Testament. 


As a consequence, there are few 
long or detailed explanations in his 
grammar. He is brief and to the 
point, showing the essentials while 
showing too what may be laid aside 
for later, more detailed, study. 


Anyone with a year of classical or 
Biblical Greek study in college or sem- 
inary should handily take this book 
and with the discipline of regular 
study, learn to use his Greek New 
Testament. 


Dr. Cartledge begins by showing 
how to identify the various forms of 
nouns, adjectives, pronouns, conjunc- 
tions, and verbs. Along with this, he 
shows how to understand the signifi- 
eance of these various forms. With 
such help most ministers who have 
studied a year or two of Greek should 
be able to feel at home in their Greek 
Testaments before long. 


—/(Rev.) Jack B. Scott 
Clinton, Miss. 





AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 
GREAT CREEDS OF THE CHURCH, 
by Paul T. Fuhrmann, Westminster 
Press, 1960, 144 pp., price $3.00 


Dr. Fuhrmann is continuing his not- 
able work, putting the Church ever 
more in his debt by the careful schol- 
arship manifest in his publications. 
To his earlier, GOD CENTERED RE. 
LIGION, JOHN CALVIN’S INSTRUC- 
TION IN FAITH, MARTIN BUCER’S 
INSTRUCTION IN LOVE, and to 


GUILLAUME FAREL’S WHAT A 
CHRISTIAN OUGHT TO KNOW (now 
in the press), our distinguished Co- 
lumbia historian has added this fresh 
and vital treatise on the Great Creeds. 
In the course of the treatment, Profes- 
sor Fuhrmann has given a running 
commentary on the course of Christian 
history with his own valuable insights 
thereon. It is a delight to welcome 
such testimonies as these: 


“The creeds or confessions of faith 
are our patrimony, our capital as- 
sets next to the Scripture. Far from 
being bankrupt, we have no thought 
of liquidating them.” “Let us treas- 
ure our rich legacy from the past, per- 
fect it in a spirit of charity, and ex- 
press our hope in a Christian human- 
ism that will render honor and glory 
to God, and help men to live a happy 
life in our Deliverer and Lord Jesus 
Christ.” “The words ‘Puritan’ and 
‘Westminster’ may be in disrepute 
among snobs and vain people, but no 
responsible person can overlook their 
contribution to liberty and human 
progress or fail to pay homage to the 
Puritan concept of human life that 
consists in knowing God, serving Him 
in life and death, and enjoying Him 
forever.” “When seen in the light 
of its time and circumstances, and 
above all in the light of God’s revela- 
tion and Puritan suffering for that 
revelation, the Westminster Confes- 
sion becomes alive and radiant.” 


—Wnm. C. Robinson, Th.D. 
Decatur, Ga. 





A THEOLOGY OF PROCLAMA- 
TION, by Dietrich Ritschl. John Knox 
Press, Richmond, Va. 190 pp., price 
$3.50. 


This is a solid and timely study 
which we ministers need because we 
are called to proclaim the Gospel, be- 
cause Jesus came preaching, and be- 
cause the kerygma of the primitive 
Church is the heart of current N.T. 
discussion. 


Here is a refreshing note of the 
Christological significance of procla- 
mation and of prayer. We preach the 
risen Christ, and He, the living Lord, 
is the One Who preaches through us 
and Who prays for us and with us. 
Before we weakly acquiesce in omit- 
ting “in the Name of Christ” from 
our public prayers through a deistic 
strain or a fear of offending our 
Jewish neighbor, let us read this ap- 
preciative recognition of the place our 
Lord Jesus Christ has in the worship 
of His Church. 


Again we are greatly pleased with 
the recognition which is given the 
congregation in the preparation and 
delivery of the sermon . .. no, one 
is not to preach their experiences, but 
to seek their help in preaching the 
living Word from the written Word 
to be a guide for their lives and ex- 
periences. Indeed, Ritschl would have 
even our illustrations come from the 
Bible, the history of God with His 
people. 


There are terms which some readers 
may understand universalistically, but 
your reviewer was pleased to find this 
disavowed by a direct quotation of 2 
Cor. 2:16, p. 133 (cf. p. 130). Of 
course there are details in such a pro- 
vocative study with which one does 
not concur. It seems to the reviewer 
that the reference to the Passover pro- 
claiming the Lord’s death calls for 
more emphasis on the death of Christ 
at the Lord’s Supper than is here 
given . . . without taking from the 
fine recognition of the presence of the 
coming Redeemer. Then I prefer the 
Nestle reading of Phil. 3:3, “who wor- 
ship by the Spirit of God,” rather 
than well attested RSV, “who worship 
God by the spirit.” This book will 
be studied with great profit by our 
theological students and preachers. 


—Wnm. C. Robinson, Th.D. 
Decatur, Ga. 





JOHN PLOUGHMAN’S 
PICTURES 


The Second Volume of 


Ploughman’s Plain Talk 
By CHARLES HADDON SPURGEON 
Down-to-earth and practical proverbs 


are presented by one of the world’s 
greatest preachers in this companion to 


JOHN PLOUGHMAN’S TALK. 
For 30 days this volume will be 
offered as a bonus with a new 


subscription to the JOURNAL at 
$3.00. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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LETTERS 


DON’T WORRY, EVERYTHING 
WILL TURN OUT ALL RIGHT 


I was really surprised that “Pope” 
Blake created as much of a stir as he 
did with his super-church idea. But 
I have no reason to believe that any- 
thing will come of it. . . . Although 
we are interested in the good work 
you seem to be doing, some of us feel 
that you may be trying a little too 
hard to suggest that conservative 
Presbyterianism must go your way and 
no other... . 


—Tennessee (UPUSA)} 


The roadway to the successful sub- 
version of every worthwhile institu- 
tion (religious as well as _ political) 
is paved with well-meaning people who 
believe (1) there is no evil, (2) if 
there is and it comes it won’t come 
here, (3) if it comes here it won’t 
bother me or my work. See lead story, 


p. 3.—Ed. 





APPLAUDS NCC COVERAGE 


I want to commend you for your 
fine editorial, “The National Council: 
A Super Church?” (Jan. 4)... . I 
think the major objection to the 
“Super-Church” is found in the state- 
ment on the cover of that issue. When 
you have to agree with everybody, 
then everybody must relinquish a 
share of the cardinal tenets of the 
Faith (if they have any)... . I think 
that it would be very much in order 
to prepare an analytical article show- 
ing what the common basis of agree- 
ment would have to be in order to en- 
compass everyone who is a member 
of the NCC. Of course the virgin 
birth, the empty tomb, the miracles 
would have to be dispensed with and 
the Sacraments watered down to the 
vanishing point. ... Be sure you have 
my unqualified support in what you 
have said about this monster, the 
NCC. . 


—(Rev.) James P. Dees 
Trinity Episcopal Church 
Statesville, N. C. 


There is a common statement to 
which all members of the NCC sub- 
scribe: “Jesus Christ, Divine Lord and 
Saviour.” That is the NCC’s “creed.” 
What it means to each member is 
left for each member to decide. The 
tragedy of our day, of course, is that 
“rveligionists’’ who believe nothing spe- 
cific have no trouble affirming that. 


—Ed. 





STREAMLINING CHRISTMAS 


Your editorial on the United Church 
of Christ’s new literature (Dec. 21) 
missed this: many children do not 
know a cow, they think milk comes out 
of a carton or bottle. Incidentally, is 
the “gray donkey” who “watches them 
all” supposed to represent some char- 
acter in the story not otherwise men- 
tioned? And what grounds do they 
have for saying that the cow was there, 
or that the horse stamped his feet? 
As the Bible characters are left out 
and the Biblical plot eliminated, what 
authority have they for introducing 
new characters? Pity the poor sinner 
who wants a Word from God!... The 
historical study by B. Hoyt Evans 
(Youth Program) in the same issue 
was good with one correction: he 
should have included a paragraph on 
the entry of the Synods of Kentucky 
and Missouri into the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (1869 and 1874). 


—Alabama 





ELDER’S FIRST IMPRESSIONS 
OF PRESBYTERY 


After attending two Presbytery 
meetings, I am impressed with how 
foolish it is that laymen, in particular, 
who are generally unacquainted with 
what is going on, should be expected 
to vote intelligently on matters com- 
ing before the Presbytery without hav- 
ing an opportunity beforehand to study 
the agenda and the committee reports. 
Accordingly, the third time I attend- 
ed the Presbytery I presented this sug- 
gestion in the form of a motion. After 
very considerable resistance on the 
part of the ministers, it finally was 
passed by a very narrow margin. As 
a matter of fact, during the debate a 
minister sitting in front of me very 
openly stated that he did not think it 
was primarily the laymen’s business 
to know what was going on anyway. 


After this meeting some time passed 
before I was again able to attend a 
Presbytery meeting. At this one the 
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agenda was delivered so late that no 
one had more than a day or two to 
study over the various proposals which 
were to come before the Presbytery 
and three of the committees failed to 
turn in any reports ahead of time. As a 
result these three committees came up 
at the end of the day and during a 
period of perhaps a little more than 
an hour, nine mimeographed pages of 
reports and recommendations were 
made and passed. In one action a 
group of six or seven separate and 
distinct recommendations were passed 
in a block, without discussion. Dur- 
ing this hour I refrained from voting 
at all until the presentation of the 
special study books to be used during 
the coming year in the churches. Since 
I knew nothing at all about the three 
books recommended, I felt impelled to 
vote “no.” Of course, mine was the 
only dissenting vote. I don’t know 
how many others had read the books 
they approved... 


—Elder 
It probably would do us all good to 


realize how a Presbytery meeting looks 
to one not accustomed to the “rou- 
tine.” Many matters coming before 
the meeting cannot, of course, be fore- 
seen and thus included in the docket. 
However, there is at least a germ of 
truth in the remark of another elder 
that he remembers his first Presbytery 
meeting as the first dash of ice water 
thrown on his faith.—Ed. 





WANTED: Wide-awake Presbyterian 
minister for fast-growing town in 
South Alabama. Write “Church” c/o 
The JOURNAL, Weaverville, N. C. 








Presbyterian U.S. Series 


of 
THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
(RADIO) 


presents 
Dr. Joun A. REDHEAD, Jr. 


Pastor, First Presbyterian Church 
Greensboro, North Carolina 





Jan. 22 “HOW CAN I HAVE 
GOD’S OK?” 


Jan. 29 “WHAT IS GOD LIKE?” 
Write for copies of messages to 


the radio station over which they 
are heard, or to 


TRAV 
341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 
Atlanta 8, Ga. 














